
Agenda 
Sacramento Suburban Water District 

Regular Board Meeting 

3701 Marconi Avenue, Suite 100 
Sacramento, California 95821 

Monday, August 21, 20 1 7 
6:30p.m. 

Where appropriate or deemed necessary, the Board may take action on any item listed on the 
agenda, including items listed as information items. Public documents relating to any open 
session item listed on this agenda that are distributed to all or a majority of the members of the 
Board of Directors less than 72 hours before the meeting are available for public inspection in 
the customer service area of the District's Administrative Office at the address listed above. 

The public may address the Board concerning an agenda item either before or during the Board's 
consideration of that agenda item. Persons who wish to comment on either agenda or non
agenda items should fill out a Comment Card and give it to the General Manager. The President 
will call for comments at the appropriate time. Comments will be subject to reasonable time 
limits (3 minutes). 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability, and you need a 
disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, then please 
contact Sacramento Suburban Water District Human Resources at 679.3972. Requests must be 
made as early as possible, and at least one full business day before the start of the meeting. 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Announcements 

Public Comment 
This is the opportunity for the public to comment on non-agenda items within the Board's 
jurisdiction. Comments are limited to 3 minutes. 

Consent Items 
The Board will be asked to approve all Consent Items at one time without discussion. Consent 
Items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. If any Board member, staff or interested 
person requests that an item be removed from the Consent Items, it will be considered with the 
action items. 

1. Minutes of the July 17, 2017 Regular Board Meeting 
Recommendation: Approve subject minutes. 
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23. Improvements from Hiring of New Positions m Meter Preventative Maintenance 
Program 

24. Long-Term Water Conservation 2017 Legislation Update 

25. Legislative and Regulatory Update 

26. General Manager's Report 

a. General Manager Recruitment Update 

b. Aerojet Community Advisory Group Meeting 

c. City of Sacramento Wholesale Water Rates and 9,023 af of Area D Water 

d. Sutter Occupational Health Pricing Increase 

e. Letter-of-Credit (LOC) Status 

f. Bond Insurance Litigation Update 

g. Cal WaterFix Update 

h. Amendment to Agreement between San Juan Water District (SJWD) and 
Northridge Water District Concerning Diversion, Treatment and Conveyance of 
Water 

27. Upcoming Policy Review 

a. Water Banking and Transfer Policy (PL- BOD 006) 

b. Ethics Policy (PL- BOD 004) 

28. Upcoming Water Industry Events 

Committee Reports 

29. a. Facilities and Operations Committee (Director Schild) 
Minutes from the July 27, 2017 Meeting. 

b. Finance and Audit Committee (Director Thomas) 
No report. 
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c. Water Quality Committee (Director Wichert) 
Minutes from the July 17, 2017 Meeting. 

d. Government Affairs Committee (Director Locke) 
No report. 

e. Ad Hoc Water Banking and Transfer Committee (Director Schild) 
No report. 

f. Ad Hoc Selection Committee (Director Wichert) 
No report. 

g. Ad Hoc Process Committee (Director Wichert) 
No report. 

h. Ad Hoc Compensation Committee (Director Schild) 
No report. 

Director's Reports (Per AB 1234, Directors will report on their meeting activities) 

30. a. Regional Water Authority (Director Thomas) 
No report. 

Regional Water Authority Executive Committee (General Manager Roscoe) 
Agenda from the August 16, 2017 Meeting. 

b. Sacramento Groundwater Authority (Director Schild) 
Agenda from the August 10, 2017 Meeting. 

c. Water Caucus Meeting 
No report. 

d. Water Forum Successor Effort (General Manager Roscoe) 
No report. 

e. Other Reports 

Miscellaneous Correspondence and General Information 

31. Correspondence received by the District 

32. General Information 
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Agenda Item: 25 

Date: August 15,2017 

Subject: Legislative and Regulatory Update 

Staff Contact: Dan York, Assistant General Manager 

RWA Government Affairs Committee 

The R W A Lobbyist Subscription Program Committee members continue to monitor legislative 
bills. Currently they are tracking 163 bills, attached to this report as Exhibit 1. 

The Legislature recess began on July 21, 2017 and reconvenes on August 21,2017. 

The Association of California Water Agencies (ACW A) prepared a detailed coalition letter 
outlining the water community's policy principles on long-term water efficiency and drought 
planning. The letter was submitted to the Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee on 
Friday, July 21, 2017 to help inform the committee's work to craft a long-term conservation 
package over the Legislature's summer recess. The coalition letter is based on principles 
developed over the past several months by ACW A's Long-Term Urban Conservation Work 
Group. ACW A was able to obtain over 100 signatories to the letter, attached to this report as 
Exhibit 2. 

ACW A is also preparing a coalition letter opposing SB 623 (Manning) that is attempting to place 
a "public goods charge" on all municipal water bills in California. The public goods charge is 
anticipated to be as low as $0.90 to as high as $1.30 per connection, on a monthly basis. Many 
water districts statewide are signatories, including many local Sacramento area districts and the 
R W A. An email request from District staff to the Board President was generated on August 
14th requesting approval to sign on to the coalition letter. The District's Board President 
approved the request. The draft coalition letter is attached as Exhibit 3. 

The SWRCB has named Eileen Sobeck, a former head of National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Fisheries, as its next executive director. She replaces Tom Howard, who retired 
in May 2017, and will start the job after the Labor Day weekend. 

Sobeck was selected after a lengthy, competitive recruitment. SWRCB officials stated that she 
was selected "due to her substantial managerial and environmental experience." 
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t. SB 427 (Leyva) Public Water: lead user service lines Oppose 

u. SP 580 (Pan) Wtr Dvlpmt Projects: Sac-San Joaquin Watershed Support 

v. SB 623 (Monning) Funding for Safe Drinking Water Oppose 

w. SCA 4 (Hertzberg) Drought related drinking water projects Watch 

Federal Bills of Interest (113th Congress) 

a. HR 5781 California Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2014 - This bill was 
recently introduced in the House of Representatives following failure of a Senate 
compromise bill, pushed by Senator Feinstein, to gain sufficient support. Several 
Republican Congressmen Valadao, Nunes, McCarthy, McClintock, Calvert, and La 
Malfa were joined by central valley Democrat Costa in sponsoring the bill. HR 
5781 passed the House but is not expected to pass the Senate this term. Adding bill 
language to a must-pass omnibus spending bill is being considered. 

b. HR 1837 - San Joaquin Valley Water Reliability Act (Nunes) -To address 
certain water-related concerns on the San Joaquin River, and for other purposes. 

c. HR 4345- Domestic Fuels Protection Act of 2012 (Shimkus)- A bill to provide 
liability protection for claims on the design, manufacture, sale, offer for sale, 
introduction into commerce, or use of certain fuels and fuel additives, and for other 
purposes. 

d. HR 6484 - SAFE Levee Act (Garamendi) - To amend the Calfed Bay-Delta 
Authorization Act to authorize the secretary of the Interior to provide assistance to 
non-Federal interests for levee stability improvements located within the 
Sacramento- San Joaquin Delta related to Bureau of Reclamation Central Valley 
Project water deliveries, and for other purposes. 

e. HR 353- Weather Research and Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017 (Lucas)
The District supports this bill to improve the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's weather research through a focused program of investment on 
affordable and attainable advances in observational, computing, and modeling 
capabilities to support substantial improvement in weather forecasting and prediction of 
high impact weather events, to expand commercial opportunities for the provision of 
weather data, and for other purposes. The bi11 wi11 allow National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration to focus on affordable and attainable advances in 
observational, computing, and modeling capabilities in an effort to deliver substantial 
improvement in weather forecasting and prediction of high impact weather events, such 
as those associated with hurricanes, tornadoes, droughts, floods, storm surges, and 
wildfires. This could offer the ability to better manage water supplies in fi11ing the 
state's reservoirs. 
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Yuba County Water Agency 

Dear Chair Gonzalez Fletcher: 

The above-listed organizations are OPPOSED UNLESS AMENDED to SB 623 (Manning) and OPPOSE 

THE ADDITION OF A RATEPAYER ASSESSMENT/TAX ON WATER TO SB 623. 
This bill would establish a fund to be administered by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
to assist those who do not have access to safe drinking water. As explained below, we agree with the 
intent of the bill. The lack of access to safe drinking water in certain disadvantaged communities is a 
public health issue and a social issue that the State needs to address. 

As the Legislature departed Sacramento for Summer Recess, the intended funding sources for SB 623 had 
yet to be identified in the bill. We understand the Author will add the funding sources prior to the 
Assembly Appropriations Committee voting on the measure. We also understand that Senator Manning 
is considering adding two types of funding: 1) a nitrate fee(s) related to fertilizer and dairies to address 
nitrate contamination; and 2) a state-mandated tax on water that local water agencies would be required 
to assess on their ratepayers. Requiring local water agencies and cities across the state to impose a tax 
on water for the State of California is highly problematic and is not the appropriate response to the 
problem: 

1) State law sets forth a policy of a human right to water for human consumption that is safe, clean and 
affordable. The legislature should not force local agencies to collect a tax for the state on something 
that is a human right; 

2) Adding a tax on water works against keeping water affordable; and 

3) Instead of trying to set a state-imposed tax mandate on local agency rate structures, the above-listed 
organizations suggest the following funding solution. 

FUNDING SOLUTION: The State can package funding as follows: 

1) Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (SRF)- this federal funding can be used to fund capital 
costs; 
2) General Obligation (G.O.) Bonds- SB 5 (de Leon) proposes $175 million for safe drinking water and two 
new bond initiatives have been filed with the Attorney General which propose $400 million and $500 
million for safe drinking water. All of these bonds propose to prioritize the drinking water funding to 
DACs; 
3) Ag Funding- the nitrate-related fee(s) can be used for replacement water, including point-of-use and 
point-of-entry treatment, for the nitrate contamination; and 
4) General Fund- General Fund funding can fund the non-nitrate operation and maintenance (O&M) 
costs needs at public water systems in certain DACs. 

Everyone in California should have access to safe drinking water. The fact that a small percentage of 
Californians do not makes this issue a social issue for which the General Fund is an appropriate source of 
funding as part of a funding package. 
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AMENDMENTS: In addition to including the General Fund as a funding source instead of adding a 
ratepayer assessment/tax on water, the organizations listed above are suggesting the amendments 
shown on the attachment to address various concerns regarding this funding measure. 

The above-listed organizations urge your "No" vote on SB 623 unless these concerns are addressed. The 
above-listed organizations also urge your "No" vote if a ratepayer assessment (tax on water) is added to 
the bill. 

If you have questions regarding the concerns expressed or suggested amendments, please contact Cindy 
Tuck, Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations, Association of California Water Agencies at 
(916) 441-4545 or at cindyt@acwa.com. 

cc: The Honorable William W. Manning 
Honorable Members, Assembly Appropriations Committee 
Ms. Kathy Smith, Senior Legislative Consultant, Office of Senator William W. Manning 
Ms. Jennifer Galehouse, Deputy Chief Consultant, Assembly Appropriations Committee 
Mr. John Kennedy, Consultant, Assembly Republican Caucus 
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AMENDMENTS SUGESTED BY 
WATER AGENCIES AND WATER ORGANIZATIONS 

LISTED ON THIS LETTER 

1) The bill should NOT include a ratepayer assessment/tax on water. Instead, the bill should propose 
General Fund funding as the non-nitrate funding source in the bill. 

2) This bill should exclude capital costs as an eligible funding category and focus on funding operation 
and maintenance (O&M) costs, which are difficult to fund through G.O. bonds and cannot be funded with 
Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund dollars. 

3) The funding should be limited to DACs in rural, unincorporated areas that do not have access to safe 
drinking water. The other proposed affordability criteria should be deleted. (As currently drafted, the 
funding is not limited to DACs.) 

4) SB 623 would include individual domestic wells and "state small water systems" (with 5 to 14 
connections) as eligible funding categories even though data is lacking to support a credible needs 
assessment. The state does not require owners of private wells to sample their wells, and consequently a 
comprehensive database for these groundwater sources does not exist. State small systems are typically 
regulated at the local or county level; therefore, a comprehensive database for these groundwater 
sources does not exist. The bill should explicitly exclude these two categories from funding with the 
exception that funding could be made available for replacement water for individual domestic wells or 
state small water systems in rural areas of the state for which the local health officer has certified that 
data documents that the wells for which funding is being sought in that area are contaminated with 
nitrate. The proposed definition of "replacement water" should be narrowed to make this exception 
workable. (Bottled water, point-of-use treatment and point-of-entry treatment are reasonable parts of 
this proposed definition.) 

5} SB 623 would require the SWRCB to require testing for individual domestic wells and state small 
water systems. This proposed requirement should be deleted and replaced with a requirement for the 
SWRCB, in consultation with the counties and relevant stakeholders, to develop a report to the 
Legislature with recommendations regarding to what extent and how drinking water data should be 
collected and evaluated for individual domestic wells and state small water systems in rural, 
unincorporated areas. This report should take into account issues such as what is the role of the counties, 
what scope is needed, how owners of individual domestic wells would be informed of the process, and 
what challenges exist relative to access to wells on private property. 

6} The language should be consistent with the existing regulatory program. The language in the bill 
should, for public water systems, refer to "noncompliance" with the drinking water standards instead of 
"exceedances." For some of the maximum contaminant levels, one exceedance does not necessarily 
equate to noncompliance or unsafe water. (Please see subdivision (i) of Section 64432 of Title 22 of the 
California Code of Regulations.) 

7) The bill would authorize the SWRCB to take incidental action as may be appropriate for adequate 
administration and operation of the fund. Instead of simply including this rather vague provision, the bill 
should be specific as to what this proposed authority is intended to cover. 
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Date: August 14, 2017 

Subject: General Manager's Report 

Staff Contact: Robert S. Roscoe, General Manager 

a. General Manager Recruitment Update 
First interviews have been scheduled for 18 top candidates to fill the position of retiring 
General Manager Roscoe. Interviews will be held on August 25, 26, 28, 29 and 30, to 
determine a short-list of candidates to invite for second interviews. The schedule for 
second interviews has not yet been determined. 

b. Aerojet Community Advisory Group Meeting 
District staff attended the July 19, 2017 Community Advisory Group (CAG) regarding 
the Aerojet Superfund site. Mark Varljen, Aerojet Rocketdyne, provided the CAG an 
update on the April 10, 2017 announcement that Aerojet will be closing its Rancho 
Cordova manufacturing plant. They will be eliminating or moving approximately 800 
jobs. Approximately 300 employees will remain at the Rancho Cordova plant that will 
consist of administrative, legal and human resource positions. Aerojet is moving its 
manufacturing plant from Rancho Cordova to Huntsville, Alabama. Manufacturing 
operations will be eliminated in 2019. 

Mr. Varljen stated Aerojet's commitment to the cleanup will not change. In fact, he stated 
by shutting down operations, they can focus more on cleanup of the Superfund site. Mr. 
Varljen also informed the CAG that each year Aerojet is required to provide financial 
stability to the Environmental Protection Agency to ensure finances are appropriate for 
financial commitment. 

c. City of Sacramento Wholesale Water Rates and 9,023 af of Area D Water 
Due to the substantial increase in the per acre foot of City of Sacramento surface water, 
District staff has met with City staff numerous times informing them of the concerns 
related to the increases that will basically price the City out of selling their water to the 
District. Both agencies concur that it is advantageous to amend the 2004 Agreement that 
will hopefully lower the cost per af that would allow the City to utilize their water 
supplies and allow the District to purchase the water to benefit its Conjunctive Use 
Program. In addition, the City entered into an agreement with the former Northridge 
Water District (NWD) in 1980, under which the City granted NWD the right, subject to 
specified conditions, to divert up to 9,023 af per year from the American River for use 
within the portion of service area ofNWD, referred to as Area D. 
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As previously reported, the City attempted to negotiate with the Water Forum and 
Environmental Caucus on wholesaling water outside of the Hodge Flow period. The City 
was planning to begin discussions with the District to amend the 2004 Agreement once 
those negotiations were completed. During a meeting between the District and City staff 
on July 28, 2017, it was made clear that the Environmental Caucus had ceased 
discussions regarding wholesaling water outside of the Hodge Flow period. 

The District and City staff began discussions to update the existing 2004 Agreement to 
include the Northridge allotment, revisit the pricing structure, wholesaling during Hodge 
Flows, exchanges for operational benefits, water transfers, and explore any other areas 
deemed worthy of examination. 

The City will have their legal counsel review the 2004 Agreement to determine the 
necessary steps for review and approval. In addition, the City's Finance Department is 
reviewing the current pricing structure to determine if there is an opportunity to develop a 
pricing structure that may be standard in wholesale pricing treated water supplies. 

d. Sutter Occupational Health Pricing Increase 
As recommended by ACW A/JPIA, the District has been utilizing Sutter Occupational 
Health ("Sutter") for pre-employment and Class A driver medical exams since 2006. 
After three relatively minor pricing increases in 2013, 2015 and 2016, the District was 
notified of another pricing increase of over 27% effective July 1, 2017. The new pricing 
schedule was received on July 28, 2017, which is as follows: 

Service Price as of 1/1/16 Price as of8/1/16 Price as of 7/1117 

DOT Physical $108.00 $110.00 $142.00 
Basic Physical 78.00 80.00 96.00 
Drug Collect & Screen 57.00 58.00 60.00 
TB Skin Test 21.00 35.00 35.00 
Chern Panel 42.00 43.00 58.00 
Spirometry 39.00 40.00 60.00 
Audio 34.00 35.00 60.00 
Total $379.00 $401.00 ;:::;6% $511.00 ;:::;+27% 

Sutter has been a good partner for over 11 years with rapid turnaround of results reducing 
delays in filling positions. The clinic location in Roseville (just off Interstate 80) is very 
convenient. However, given the substantial pricing increase, District staff contacted 
ACWA/JPIA, Occu-Med (which reviews all pre-employment medical examinations) and 
EPIC (our benefits consultant) to determine if the 2017 pricing increase is standard for 
the industry and, if not, to obtain a list of clinics in the area to contact for competitive 
pricing quotes. Staff is already aware that US Healthworks is in the local area; however, 
their clinic locations are not as convenient as the Sutter clinic location and not all of the 
US Healthworks clinics use the Occu-Med review process. The District previously used 
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Med 7 clinics; however, there were significant issues with scheduling appointments, 
obtaining the correct services and receiving correct and timely invoices for services 
rendered. Staff will continue to review options for pre-employment and Class A license 
medical exams. 

e. Letter-of-Credit (LOC) Status 
As approved by the Board in July, staff has informed its financial advisor, bond counsel, 
underwriter and general counsel of the offer from Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation 
(SMBC) to renew the District's LOC for up to 5 years. They have all agreed to assist the 
District with this transaction. The schedule calls for bringing the LOC terms and 
documents to the Board for approval at the October meeting. Between now and then, staff 
and the financing team will be analyzing the options that have been offered, bringing the 
recommended option to the Finance and Audit Committee for discussion on October 2nd. 

f. Bond Insurance Litigation Update 
The District recently received a net settlement check in the amount of $79,625.02 from 
AMBAC Insurance as part of the Bond Insurance Litigation Case. Total net settlements 
to-date received from this litigation are $105,358.88 from three defendants. In the related 
and now concluded municipal derivatives litigation case, the District received $74,003.07 
in net settlements from eight defendants. 

g. Cal WaterFix Update 
The Board of Directors approved the District's filing of a lawsuit under the California 
Environmental Quality Act to challenge the environmental impact report (EIR) for the 
California WaterFix project. It is expected that a lawsuit will be filed in the Sacramento 
County Superior Court by the end of the day Friday, August 18. The District is 
coordinating the lawsuit with other water agencies in this region. There probably will be 
dozens, or even hundreds, of lawsuits filed about the EIR. Over the next several months, 
there probably will be a court coordination process to have one judge hear all of the 
lawsuits. 

h. Amendment to Agreement between San Juan Water District (SJWD) and 
Northridge Water District Concerning Diversion, Treatment and Conveyance of 
Water 
District staff and SJWD staff have agreed on the principals to amend the treatment and 
conveyance charges section of the agreement between the two Districts. With the 
approval of the Finance and Audit Committee, the District hired Mr. Adam Brown, Esq. 
to represent the District and draft the proposed language. Both Districts are currently 
reviewing the proposed language before bringing to their respective Boards, hopefully in 
September. 



Agenda Item: 27 a. 

Date: July 31, 2017 

Subject: Upcoming Policy Review- Water Banking and Transfer Policy (PL- BOD 
006) 

Staff Contact: Dan York, Assistant General Manager 

The Water Banking and Transfer Policy (PL- BOD 006) was originally adopted by the Board in 
October 2011. The policy is scheduled for Board review, consideration, and adoption at the 
September 2017 regular Board meeting. Staff has no recommended changes to the policy. If a 
Director wishes to have his comments included in hard copy for Board review and consideration, 
please provide those comments to staff by Monday, September 5, 2017. Attached as Exhibit 1 is 
the Water Banking and Transfer Policy. 

abullock
Text Box
  Back to Agenda



PL- BOD 006 

Exhibit I 

.Sacramento Suburban Water District 

Water Banking and Transfer Policy 

Adopted: October 17, 2011, Revised: October 2 L 2013, Revised: October 19, 2015 

100.00 

100.10 

Purpose of the Policy 

The primary purpose of this policy is to establish the parameters that will govern the 
actions of staff in the pursuit of water banking and transfer oppotiunities and 
agreements. 

Definitions 

Water is considered a public resource, and its use is permitted through water rights 
and contractual entitlements. Use must be reasonable and beneficial; thus, water that 
is being considered for banking or transfer must not have been created by 
unreasonable use or excess to the needs of the water rights holder. The following 
definitions are used in this policy: 

Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) ~ Means injecting water into an underground 
aquifer through wells or by surface spreading and infiltration and then pumping it out 
when needed. The aquifer essentially functions as a reservoir. 

Conjunctive Use ~ Means the joint use of surface water and groundwater to more 
effectively manage water resources. Typically, during average or wet hydrologic 
years, surface water is used in lieu of groundwater. allowing the groundwater to 
remain in the aquifer for future usc. 

Water Banking ~ Means the practice of actively exchanging in-lieu surface water 
supplies in available groundwater basin storage space for later extraction and use by 
the storing party. Banking generally involves active management of the basin and 
accounting of the water supplies stored and withdrawn from underground storage. 
Water may be banked as part of a Conjunctive Use program. 

Water Transfer~ Means a transaction in which a holder of a surface water right or 
entitlement voluntarily sells/exchanges to a willing buyer the right to use all or a 
potiion of the water that would have been consumptively used under that water right 
or entitlement, provided the transfer does not injure another water right holder or 
unreasonably affect instream beneficial uses. The transferor retains title to the 

Water Banking and Transter Policy Page I of2 
Adopted October 17, 20 I I; Revised October 21, 2013 



200.00 

300.00 

surface water right or entitlement which distinguishes a Water Transfer tl·om a sale 
or assignment of a water right or entitlement in which the buyer obtains the title or 
right. Under Calilurnia Law, a Water Transfer is either short-term, i.e., a transfer of 
the right of use fur one year or less, or long-term, i.e., fur a period of more than one 
year. Water Transfers may occur between a transferor and transferee in the same 
watershed or basin or between parties in different watersheds. 

Policy 

Sacramento Suburban Water District has invested considerable resources in a 
Conjunctive Use water supply system in an et1ort to ameliorate declining 
groundwater levels in the groundwater basin beneath its service area. This 
investment has created oppotiunities tur the District to partner with others to utilize 
District assets during periods when such asset capacity is excess to the immediate 
needs of District customers. Allowing these available assets to be used by others can 
create a financial benefit to the ratepayers of the District. 

It is the policy of the Board of Directors to authorize Water Banking and Water 
Transfer actions whenever prudent and to more fully utilize excess asset capacity to 
benefit District ratepayers. The Board of Directors will protect the long term interests 
of the District and its ratepayers first by maintaining and defending the District's: 

I. Water rights and contractual entitlements, 
2. Groundwater quality, 
3. Groundwater resource sustainability, and 
4. The condition of physical assets. 

Policy Review 

This Policy shall be reviewed at least biennially. 

Water Banking and Transfer Policy Page 2 of2 
Adopted: October 17. 20 II. Revised October 21, 2013 



Agenda Item: 27 b. 

Date: August 9, 2017 

Subject: Upcoming Policy Review- Ethics Policy (PL- BOD 004) 

Staff Contact: Dan York, Assistant General Manager 

The Ethics Policy (PL - BOD 004) was originally adopted by the Board in January 2003 and 
most recently revised in June 2015. 

The policy is scheduled for Board consideration and adoption at the September regular Board 
meeting. A redline version is attached as Exhibit 1. There are a few minor edits, with one 
substantive change in the last sentence of Section 300.00: 

"The dollar limitations referred to in this section are revised adjusted from time to time by the 
FPPC, and any such adjustment shall automatically be incorporated into this policy when made 
effective by the FPPC." 

If a Director wishes to have his comments included in hard copy for Board review and 
consideration, please provide those comments to staff by Tuesday, September 5, 2017. 
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Call to Order 

ITEM 29 a. 
Minutes 

Sacramento Suburban Water District 
Facilities and Operations Committee 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 

Director Schild called the meeting to order at 4:00p.m. 

Roll Call 
Directors Present: 
Directors Absent: 
Staff Present: 

Public Present: 

Public Comment 
None. 

Announcements 
None. 

Consent Items 

Neil Schild and Dave Jones. 
None. 
General Manager Rob Roscoe, j\ssishmt. General Manager Dan York, 
Amy Bullock, John Valdes, Dana Dean~ Mitchell McCarthy, David 
Espinosa and Jim Arenz. 

William Eubanks and Mitch Dion. 

" - ···:. . ... -···--

I. Minut~s. of th::~~~lp, 3~iffaciliti:~f1~9 Operations Committee Meeting 
Di5@c;t<W ~.~hilg move~.t() approv~ Item 1; I:)irector Jones seconded. The motion passed 
l?Y Wi~ilil116"tts.yg1~. . . . . . . . ·. . ·. 

Schild®d Jone~>•··· ABSTAINED: I . I 
RECUSED: I 

-.,,:·-,_.:-.:... ,:_··-> 

Items for Discussi~h~JJ.d ActioJ1° 

2. Participation in In,.Conduit Hydro Pilot Project with InPipe Energy and SMUD 
John V aides (Mr. V aides) presented the staff report. 

Chair Schild inquired if staff were to put this at Antelope, would the pressure reduction 
still be at Verner and will it reduce flow and efficiency. 

Mr. Valdes stated that staff is only looking at Antelope right now and it would not affect 
flows. 

2017- 15 

I 
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Call to Order 

ITEM 29 c. 
Meeting Notes 

Sacramento Suburban Water District 
Water Quality Committee 

Monday, July 17, 2017 

Director Wichert called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

Roll Call 
Directors Present: 
Directors Absent: 
Staff Present: 

Public Present: 
Public Comment 
None. 

Announcements 
None. 

Consent Items 

Bob Wichert and Dave Jones. 
None. 
General Manager Rob Roscoe, Assistant General Manager Dan York, 
Amy Bullock, John Valdes, David Armand, Hannah Dunrud, Mitchell 
McCarthy, Dan Bills, David Espinoza and James Arenz. 

William Eubanks, Alex MacDonald and Mitch Dion. 

1. Meeting Notes ofthe March 27,2017 Water Quality Committee Meeting 

Chair Wichert moved to approve Items 1; Director Jones seconded. The motion passed 
by a unanimous vote. 

AYES: Jones and Wichert. ABSTAIN ED: I 
NOES: RECUSED: I 
ABSENT: 

Items for Discussion and Action 

2. Aerojet Plume Update 
David Armand (Mr. Armand) introduced Alex MacDonald (Mr. MacDonald) with the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board who went through a PowerPoint presentation. 

Chair Wichert inquired who paid for the well head treatment on the contaminated wells. 

Mr. MacDonald stated that Aerojet paid for well head treatment on the contaminated wells 
and Aerojet paid for the temporary water supply. 

2017- 6 
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ITEM 30 a. 
REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
August 16, 2017; 11:30 a.m. 

5620 Birdcage Street, Suite 110 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610 

(916) 967-7692 

AGENDA 

The public shall have the opportunity to directly address the Board on any item of interest before or during the Board's 
consideration of that item. Public comment on items within the jurisdiction of the Board is welcomed, subject to reasonable 
time limitations for each speaker. Public documents relating to any open session item listed on this agenda that are 
distributed to all or a majority of the members of the Board of Directors less than 72 hours before the meeting are available 
for public inspection in the customer service area of the Authority's Administrative Office at the address listed above. In 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability and need a disability-related modification or 
accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the Executive Director of the Authority at (916) 967-7692. 
Requests must be made as early as possible, and at least one full business day before the start of the meeting. 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT: Members of the public who wish to address the 
committee may do so at this time. Please keep your comments to less than 
three minutes. 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR 
Minutes of the June 28, 2017 Executive Committee meeting 

Action: Approve Consent Calendar item 

4. 2017 COMPENSATION STUDY 
Information Presentation: Shellie Anderson, Bryce Consulting, Inc. 

Action: Recommend RWA Board approval of 2017 Compensation 
Study 

5. LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY UPDATE 
Information Presentation: Adam W. Robin, Legislative and Regulatory 
Affairs Program Manager 

Action: Adopt Bill Positions 

6. STRATEGIC PLAN PROGRESS UPDATE 
Presentation and Discussion: John Woodling, Executive Director 

Action: Recommend modifications to the Advocacy Goal of the 
Strategic Plan to the RWA Board of Directors 

7. AMERICAN RIVER BASIN INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER 
MANAGEMENT PLAN WEB-BASED INTERFACE CONSULTING 
SUPPORT 
Information and Discussion: Rob Swartz, Manager of Technical Services 

Action: Provide direction to staff on agenda item for September 
14, 2017 RWA Board Meeting 
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ITEM 30 b. 

SACRAMENTO GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Thursday, August 10, 2017; 9:00 a.m. 
5620 Birdcage Street, Suite 110 

Citrus Heights, CA 95610 
(916) 967-7692 

Agenda 

The Board will discuss all items on this agenda, and may take action on any of those items, including information items 
and continued items. The Board may also discuss other items that do not appear on this agenda, but will not act on those 
items unless action is urgent, and a resolution is passed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote declaring that the need for action arose 
after posting of this agenda. 

The public shall have the opportunity to directly address the Board on any item of interest before or during the Board's 
consideration of that item. Public comment on items within the jurisdiction of the Board is welcomed, subject to 
reasonable time limitations for each speaker. Public documents relating to any open session item listed on this agenda 
that are distributed to all or a majority of the members of the Board of Directors less than 72 hours before the meeting are 
available for public inspection in the customer service area of the Authority's Administrative Office at the address listed 
above. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability and need a disability-related 
modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the Executive Director of the Authority at 
(916) 967-7692. Requests must be made as early as possible, and at least one full business day before the start of the 
meeting. 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT: Members of the public who wish to address the Board may do 
so at this time. Please keep your comments to less than three minutes. 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR 
a. Minutes of June 8, 2017 meeting 

Action: Approve June 8, 2017 meeting minutes 

4. SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT (SGMA) UPDATE 
Information Update: John Woodling, Executive Director 

5. GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM UPDATE 
Information Update: Rob Swartz, Manager of Technical Services 

6. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

7. DIRECTORS' COMMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT 

Next SGA Board of Director's Meeting- October 12, 2017, 9:00a.m., RWA/SGA 
office, 5620 Birdcage Street, Ste. 110, Citrus Heights. 
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State Water Board Adopts MCL for 1,2,3-TCP, Rejects Calls to 
Establish Compliance Period 

By Emily Allshouse- July 18,2017- Water News 

The State Water Resources Control Board on July 18 adopted a regulation establishing a maximum 
contaminant level (MCL) for 1,2,3,-Trichloropropane (TCP) of 5 parts per trillion. The regulation will 
take effect on Oct. 1, 201 7, and public water systems will be required to meet the new standard beginning 
in January 2018. 

During Tuesday's hearing, State Water Board staff provided information about the development of the 
MCL and noted that granular activated carbon (GAC) has been identified as the best treatment technology 
for 1 ,2,3-TCP. Staff also asserted that because GAC is a known treatment technology, a compliance 
period is not warranted and that water systems have had plenty of time to prepare for the MCL in advance 
of its adoption. 

ACW A Senior Regulatory Advocate Rebecca Franklin provided testimony in rebuttal to the staffreport's 
assertions. She noted that agencies have begun to take the steps required to install new treatment devices 
but said that even for known treatment technologies the process is still lengthy and expensive. She 
specifically cited the time required to complete Proposition 218 requirements, acquire new land for 
treatment facilities and obtain regulatory permits. 

"All of these steps must still be taken, despite granular activated carbon being a known treatment 
technology," said Franklin. "Most agencies still expect the process to take at least two years." 

Representatives from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, City of Chino, Coachella 
Valley Water District and Arvin Community Services District also testified during the hearing about the 
importance of providing a realistic and reasonable compliance period in the regulation. 

Brad Coffey with MWD provided the board with a real-life example of the installation of a GAC 
treatment system. Although the 2015 project was expedited during the drought, it took two years, seven 
months of which was spent waiting for the state's Division of Drinking Water to review the project 
permits, he said. 

A number of environmental and social justice groups testified in support of the MCL as proposed. 

Ultimately, after hearing stakeholder comments and engaging in a brief discussion, the State Water Board 
voted to adopt the MCL as proposed. 

"I do understand the desire for the period but I honestly don't think it is necessary or advisable," said 
State Water Board Chair Felicia Marcus. "Folks who run agencies want to be in compliance ... but I do 
think this is the process we have always had." 

This is the first MCL the State Water Board has developed and adopted since the state's Division of 
Drinking Water was transferred to the agency in 2014. The development of the 1,2,3-TCP MCL began 
prior to a recent court decision overturning the state's chromium-6 MCL based on an inadequate 
economic analysis by the California Department of Public Health. 
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ACW A members with questions about the 1 ,2,3-TCP MCL should contact ACW A Senior Regulatory 
Advocate Rebecca Franklin at (916) 441-4545. 

h ttps :/ /www .acwa.com/news/state-wa ter-board-ado pts-new-mcl-123-tcp-m cl-rejects-calls-establish
compliance-period/ 
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SCWA's Grant Davis Tapped to Lead Department of Water 
Resources 

By Lisa Lien-Mager- July 19, 2017- Water News 

Gov. Jerry Brown has appointed Sonoma County Water Agency General Manager Grant Davis to serve as 

director of the California Department of Water Resources, effective Aug. 1. 

The appointment, which is subject to Senate confirmation, fills the vacancy initially created when former 

Director Mark Cowin retired at the end of 2016. Acting Director William R. Croyle retired on July 1. 

Davis joined Sonoma CW A in 2007 as assistant general manager and became general manager in 2010. 

As general manager, he worked with more than 280 employees and oversaw core functions of providing 

drinking water to more than 600,000 residents in portions of Sonoma and Marin counties, wastewater 

management for 60,000 customers, maintaining nearly 100 miles of streams and detention basins for 

flood protection, and restoring habitat for three federally listed fish species in the Russian River. 

He served as executive director ofthe Bay Institute from 1997 to 2007 and was the senior district 

representative in the Office of U.S. Rep. Lynn Woolsey from 1993 to 1997 and principal oflmpact 

Consulting from 1990 to 1993. 

In a statement, Davis said it was an honor to be appointed by the governor and expressed appreciation to 

Sonoma CWA's board and staff. 

"To my colleagues at the Water Agency, I can't say thank you enough for your unparalleled 

professionalism and dedication to our community and the organization," Davis said. "I am also 

appreciative of the Water Agency's Board of Directors who provide the leadership and support needed to 

secure our future water supply." 

ACW A Executive Director Timothy Quinn called the appointment an excellent choice at a critical time. 

"There is important work to be done to implement Governor Brown's California Water Action Plan, and 

Grant's proven leadership and out-of-the-box thinking will be extremely valuable to that mission," Quinn 

said in a statement. 

"Grant has roots in environmentalism and most recently led a local water agency known for its creativity 

and innovation. His appointment reflects the governor's commitment to add to the Administration's list of 

accomplishments and continue with the important job of managing California water to enhance ecosystem 

health and improve the overall resiliency of our state's water supply system. As it has with his 
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predecessors, ACWA stands ready to work with Grant and the DWR staff to continue implementation of 

the California Water Action Plan and advance comprehensive solutions for California water." 

https://www.acwa.com/news/scwas-grant-davis-tapped-Iead-department-water-resources/ 
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DWR Certifies Environmental Documents, Approves California 
WaterFix Under CEQA 

By Pamela Martineau July 21, 2017- Water News 

The California Department of Water Resources today announced that it has certified the environmental 

analysis of California WaterFix and approved the project under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA). 

In addition to the certification, DWR also filed a "validation action" today with the Sacramento County 

Superior Court to affirm the department's authority to issue revenue bonds to finance the planning, 

design, construction and other capital costs of California Water Fix. A validation action is necessary to 

provide assurances to the financial community for the sale of the California WaterFix revenue bonds. 

In addition to dual 35-mile-long tunnels, the proposed project includes new water intakes on the 

Sacramento River near Hood. Recent biological opinions by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 

National Marine Fisheries Service found the construction and operations of Water Fix as proposed would 

not jeopardize the continued existence of ESA-listed species or destroy or adversely modify critical 

habitat for those species. 

"Today, we have reached our next important benchmark in moving California towards a more reliable 

water supply," said DWR Acting Director Cindy Messer. "With this certification, our state is now closer 

to modernizing our aging water delivery system in a way that improves reliability and protects the 

environment." 

According to DWR, it considered more than 100 different proposals and performed in-depth analysis of 

18 in the final 50,000-page Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The CEQA certification, Notice of 

Determination, and decision documents put WaterFix a step closer to construction, which could begin as 

early as 2018. 

Additionally, DWR and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation have completed a substantial portion of the 

proceedings before the State Water Resources Control Board to change the point of diversion for the state 

and federal water projects to allow operation of the WaterFix. 

Kern County Water Agency officials and water managers from other districts issued statements praising 

Friday's action. 

"Now is the time to invest in the state's water future," said Kern County Water Agency Board of 

Directors President Ted Page. "Crumbling infrastructure is a national problem, and it is high time we get 

out in front of that problem with respect to our water supply in California and Kern County. Water is the 

SS WD Board Packet - August 21, 20 17 Page 6 of9 



most important ingredient in Kern County's economic success and the California WaterFix is the best 

way to secure that future. We greatly appreciate the State's steady hand in bringing this project to a 

successful conclusion and moving forward on the permits necessary to begin construction." 

Jeffrey Kightlinger, general manager of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, also 

applauded the action. 

"Today, California WaterFix moves yet another step forward,' said Kightlinger. "With the recent issuance 

of two federal biological opinions, California WaterFix is demonstrating its ability to fully comply with 

environmental laws while striving to provide reliable water supplies for two-thirds of the state." 

For more information on California WaterFix, including fact sheets about project costs, cost allocation, 

project delivery, and environmental benefits, visit www.californiawaterfix.com. 

https://www.acwa.com/news/dwr-certifies-environmental-documents-approves-california-waterfix
cega/ 
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State Orders 93 Dam Spillways Checked After Oroville Near
Disaster 

By Kurtis Alexander- July 27, 2017- San Francisco Chronicle 

The near-catastrophic failure of the Oroville Dam last winter has prompted California water officials to 
order inspections of spillways at 93 dams that they believe could pose a risk to downstream communities, 
according to public records released Thursday to The Chronicle. 

The dams include nearly two dozen in the Bay Area as well as O'Shaughnessy Dam at Hetch Hetchy 
Reservoir in Yosemite, which holds most of the water that goes to San Francisco and cities on the 
Peninsula. 

The California Department of Water Resources told operators of the dams to perform immediate reviews 
to determine how well spillways will hold up to high water flows and make necessary repairs by winter. 

State officials say they aren't aware of problems at any specific dam. But as a precautionary measure after 
two spillways failed at Lake Oroville and prompted nearly 200,000 people to evacuate amid flooding 
concerns in February, officials said it was prudent to re-evaluate some of the 1,250 dams under their 
jurisdiction. 

The review focuses on older, larger dams. Besides O'Shaughnessy Dam, which is run by the San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission, the state ordered checks for several dams operated by the East 
Bay Municipal Utility District, Marin Municipal Water District and Santa Clara Valley Water District. 

"The objective of the comprehensive condition assessment is to obtain sufficient information to know 
whether there are safety problems with the spillways, assess the seriousness of these problems, and 
perform necessary repairs in a timely manner," Daniel Meyersohn, a supervising engineer with the Water 
Resources Department's Division of Safety of Dams, said in an email. 

The average age of California's dams is 70 years, according to the agency. 

Officials with the dam division declined a request for an interview. 

Among the Bay Area sites scheduled for the review are San Andreas Dam in San Mateo County, Lenihan 
Dam at Lexington Reservoir in Santa Clara County, Lake Chabot Dam in Alameda County, Briones Dam 
in Contra Costa County and the dam at Soulajule Reservoir in Marin County. Newell Dam at Loch 
Lomond in Santa Cruz County and Los Padres Dam in Monterey County are also slated for evaluations. 

Many of the state's biggest dams in the Sierra are also scheduled for assessments, including New Don 
Pedro Dam, which holds back Lake Don Pedro -like Hetch Hetchy, crucial to San Francisco's water 
supply. Also on the list are the dam at Camanche Reservoir in the San Joaquin Valley, the East Bay 
district's largest water source, as well as Lake Almanor Dam in Plumas County and New Exchequer Dam 
at Lake McClure in Mariposa County. 

Bay Area water agencies reached Thursday said they've already begun the required evaluations and don't 
expect to turn up major issues. 
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"We have no reason to believe there are problems, but this step will verify ifthere are any concerns," said 
Elizabeth Bialek, manager of engineering services for the East Bay district. The agency was directed to 
assess spillways at San Pablo, New Upper San Leandro and Chabot dams in addition to Camanche and 
Briones dams. 

Like most water agencies, the East Bay district conducts routine inspections that include visual checks for 
cracks or leaks, as well as periodic deeper probes that evaluate the integrity of a dam and the land it's 
anchored on. The information is provided at least annually to both state and federal regulators. 

The new state-ordered reviews require a combination of old inspection data and new tests to check 
concrete walls, drainage systems, underlying rock and other facets of the spillways. 

This spring, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ordered similar supplementary reviews of 
spillways at power-generating dams, including several in California. 

The problems at Lake Oroville, which is run by the state, came in spite of the regular reviews as well as 
state officials' assurances that the reservoir's spillways were sound. 

The scare at the lake began Feb. 7 when a large section of the reservoir's 3,000-foot main spillway 
fractured amid pounding storms. When dam operators closed the chute, water poured out the lake on an 
emergency spillway, little more than a barren hillside, which also began to erode. 

Fearing that the eroding hill would cause water to spill uncontrollably from the reservoir into downstream 
communities, officials ordered the temporary evacuation of 180,000 people. The Department of Water 
Resources has since initiated a half-billion-dollar effort to rebuild the lake's two spillways. 

Some engineers who have studied the main spillway determined that it didn't have water stops to seal 
joints and prevent leaks from weakening it. Also, there was too little steel reinforcement in the structure, 
and the pipes that drain water beneath it were made of clay instead of superior PVC, their reports 
concluded. 

The state has commissioned a team of independent engineers to investigate the design, maintenance and 
management of the dam's two spillways. 

In San Francisco, water officials say spillways at four dams they've been ordered to review 
O'Shaughnessy and Cherry Valley in the Sierra and San Andreas and Turner in the Bay Area- are in 
good shape. 

The city Public Utilities Commission has already begun performing the required assessments, and in 
addition, is in process of rebuilding the Calaveras Reservoir in Santa Clara County to address seismic 
concerns. 

"We will always have projects to upgrade and maintenance to do at dams and spillways," said Charles 
Sheehan, spokesman for the San Francisco water agency. "But that's all part of managing and operating 
your system." 

http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/State-orders-93-dam-spillways-checked-after-
11536079.php?cmpid=email-premium#photo-13442813 
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