SACRAMINIO

SUBURBAN

WATER
DISTRICT

Agenda Item: 6

Date: October 9, 2009
Subject: MJD Engineering Back Charge Claim — Fire Hydrant Issue

Staff Contact: Dan York, Operations Manager

Recommended Board Action:

Reject back charge claim, in the amount of $46,091.06, submitted by MJD Engineering (MJD)
for lost construction time while in the process of installing 50° of sewer extension project due to
an alleged leaking fire hydrant.

Discussion:

As an information item, the Directors were notified of this back charge claim during the
September 21, 2009, Board of Directors Meeting. Mario J. DeSouza, owner of MJID, attended
the subject meeting and introduced himself to the Directors.

On September 10, 2009 MID filed a back charge claim (see Exhibit 1) for damages resulting
from lost construction time on a sewer project on Watt Avenue (see Exhibit 2). The lost time
was due to the surrounding soils at their project site being over saturated. This prompted the
County Inspector to require the wrapping of the pipe zone with a fabric barrier and drying out the
unstable soils by spreading and aerating prior to backfilling. MJD claims the saturated soil was
due to a broken and leaking fire hydrant. The following is a preliminary report outlining the
circumstances leading to this back charge claim by MJD.

On May 12, 2009, District staff responded to a customer call regarding a fire hydrant being hit
by a vehicle at 6849 Watt Avenue. Staff determined the fire hydrant was damaged beyond repair
and was in need of replacement. Even though the fire hydrant (dry-barrel) was damaged beyond
repair, the break-a-way feature functioned properly and no water was discharged.

During the fire hydrant investigation process, staff assessed a leak coming from the center
median strip of Watt Avenue. It was staff’s finding that it was an in-tract leak on the County’s
irrigation system. Staff located the appropriate meter and discontinued water service to this
irrigation system to prevent more water from flowing onto Watt Avenue. The total volume of
water that was discharged from this leak was not determined. The area being impacted was
approximately 50” wide, flowing across both lanes into MJD’s project site. Staff recorded their
findings in the notes section of the Service Request in CityWorks and forwarded to the
Operations Coordinator for re-dispatching.
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On May 13, 2009, staff coordinated with an outside contractor and scheduled a field visit to
verify the hydrant replacement work to be performed. On May 18, 2009, the contractor provided
a written proposal for the fire hydrant replacement via e-mail. On May 19, 2009, staff created an
Expenditure Authorization (EA) and submitted for approval. On May 20, 2009, staff received
issuance of the approved Purchase Order. On May 22, 2009, staff provided approval to the
contractor. The fire hydrant was replaced on May 26, 2009. The contractor’s staff was asked
whether there was any noticeable infrastructure damage during the fire hydrant replacement.
They stated that everything appeared normal and that there was no water flowing from the water
main or attached appurtenances. Additionally, the contractor utilized a Ditch Witch FX60
Vacuum trailer to excavate and dewater the excavated area during the replacement of the fire
hydrant. Therefore, there was no water discharge during this project.

MID claims this fire hydrant had been seeping water for months. This fire hydrant had been
operational with no defects prior to being struck by the vehicle, did not discharge water when it
was hit by the vehicle, and no water discharged during the replacement phase of the fire hydrant.

On May 7, 2009, Alise Campos, Senior Construction Inspector for the County of Sacramento,
contacted staff requesting assistance to determine if the District had a leak at 6920 Watt Avenue.
Upon arrival, staff noticed a large volume of water flowing into an AT&T vault, which was
overflowing. Staff reviewed District maps and GIS data base to determine if there was a service
lateral or water main in the area that could have been creating this discharge. Staff determined
that there was no District infrastructure in the vicinity of the discharging water. Staff and Ms.
Campos extended their investigation to surrounding projects to determine if the water could be
coming from another location. They met with the Jeff Wusteseld, Construction Building
Inspector for the County of Sacramento. Mr. Wusteseld is the County Inspector overseeing the
Corsair Park Apartments Project located at 6920 Watt Avenue. After a brief discussion, it was
determined that a contractor working on this project had created a temporary dewatering basin to
dewater their project site (see Exhibit 2). Under, or in close proximity to the dewatering basin,
were conduits which ran west to the AT&T vault. The water was traveling in and along the
trench line of the conduit, which caused the overflowing of the subject vault.

The information provided by staff, the District’s contractor, and Sacramento County
representatives clearly illustrates that there were other water related issues prior to MJD starting
their project. The fire hydrant in question and all events leading up to the replacement does not
support MJD’s back charge claim that the fire hydrant had been leaking for months.

Based on staff’s determinations during the claim investigation process, this claim has no merit.
Staff has notified the District’s insurance carrier, ACWA/JPIA, of the claim and will send a copy
of the claim rejection letter should the Board concur with staff’s recommended action on the
reimbursement claim (see Exhibit 3).

Fiscal Impact:
MID’s back charge claim seeks $46,091.06 in reimbursement.
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Strategic Plan Alignment:
Customer Service — 3.A. Operate in an open and public manner.

Discussing District business at public meetings allows customers to participate and provide
input.



Exhibit 1

Claim Form
(A claim shafl be presanted by the claimant or by a person acting on his behalfy

NANME OF BISTRICT:
;I Claimant rame, address {ailing adiress if difforent), and phone number,
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NOTE: Attach any photographs you may have regarding this claim.
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SEL  OTIOLH iy Eeporfs

ca

5 Ghe_mena'mewmesof&sepubﬁcemp{oﬁanrampioyeaca;;shgﬂxghjmy.damage,o'rloss,ifkmmn.
o IN] hEZ. |

]

- § | The amount claimed It totals less than ten thousand dallars (§16,000) as of the date of presestistion of the clalm, Fiviuding the astmated
amount of any prespective injury, damage arkoss, insofar ss & may be known at ihe ime of the presentation of the clalm, together with the
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MJD ENGINEERING

P.O.BOX 1078 -

Septemiber 8, 2009
Suburban Water District

" 3701 Marcori Ave. #100

Sacramento, CA. 95821-5303

RE:ARD-3 Watt Ave, Sewer Extension/ Comer of Watt Ave & Elkhomn Blvd./
Notice of Back Charge . ) _

Suburban Water District; -

Attached is a Back Charge to Suburban Water District resulting into problems MID
Engineering ad encountered while installing the first Sofeet- of the new Sewer line at
the project stated above. This Back Charge is due to a pre-existing broken Fire Hydrant
that had been secping for several months and was repaired by you (Suburban Water
District) prior to our job stasting date. To support our Back Charge we've submitted the

follomng,

Pictures showmg

: * Broken Fire Hydrant »
+ Exposed prepared french with existing cdﬁdxﬁts in trench line with

standing water showing seepage from broken hydramt-point of water

' _entry to existing utility trench that ran paratlel to our sewer trench line.

. Waheruailillus!ratedgreengmssthathadbeengrowingdﬁeto

seepage from broken hydrant — green vegetation extended over 200&. .

s Pioturc of fire hydrant repaired and indicating markings provided by
the utitity company showing the location of existing conduits which
ran parailel {0 our trench line. -

s Nightly reports filed by Jim Hofgesang,, Construction Inspector with

Counly of Sacramento

V'deoshomg {upon request) - '
¢ New trench line water séeping due to over saturation from
Conduit Imc which is WIﬂ:Iln Sfeet of new trenchhne.



« MID Engineering’s Daily Reports defailing problems with the water
seepmg into trench lmc

* Trench collapsing due to water seeping from the west side of trench.
e Showing extra fime and cost to install ilter fabric and pipe.
_ + Showing extra time if took to dry out the soil. |
Also Soil Report tests showing 19% to 29% moistness which is very wet.
Because of the moisture County Inspector instructed MID to wrap the pipe zone with

fabric and dry out the unstable soil by spreading and aerating prior to backfilling. We
have now passed the seepage and getting a 95% to 98% compactmn test.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me af 916 202 3793 cell or
916 925-7762 office.

Thank you,
Mario J: DeSouza

* 916 925-7762 office * 916 920-1706 fax



- - [ovrszy -

S0IE0PY & 5oL _
VLT . S| me | vemman] E ST 5 ” :
Rk T O T LR g AN VT
EE0E T 76968 ST e — 5 H €4'9h = 2eFten « BTFFS *smderaty Lomge)
B My b . L 1
. %9'8 agropg | Mo ‘Peyjeads o) yoyy eyeg| TS BTy jro L
TermTr—s e 1 PaIiE Ajug % posop £2q usscday 48PIQy SBUIS TERF  § [GrE “ : M E.z__;sg.s,_ﬁé
3 (RU0Y epmno |§|..Jlll
% Risiang eeqpidng . ﬁj J.w...ln . DRULYESE nﬂuﬁw_. wop
. %% Ruedey Aeg S0y peyaEy eog| TD ST ~—3 g rxq..»uh:,s;. Fhivia Tate vos
8P’ anﬁw 6 . [r———— . . . - w - 5 ? .vn.wu..bsa«u_ o TEF panuo),
: . : SHLON MONO 3ONVHS TR e m
ovess 60555 0 0 T804 - Nt oz I i
TIOET R . 38j8tley soru g dintng pAvy RS e T §§ & S.ﬂnwusivwo@!ﬂazﬁzuu =L
55 [i] [£4 caevo.... wony & - mv— i - e rE,sﬁxm.me..ao:u&:s..s
LN TR 7 e SO i =1 TR
I N N R 3 - ko YT §w s
3 8 FSEs 00°SLS a mu. oorm%. onl), BamiGg R X 5T T @g.ﬁmgha :
L I T R 23 WIS B 31 Giear H e AT i R I PP o b
. .II.nI.J.ww.”ww.m.mll“. BT TR 5 % oo ansu.«_wmﬂ 2800 ATI¥a NOWLJIRISSHE TWANSY LNIWAIIDT IS LNO
00%es T v ooRo . : § ]
LT I T O POt 3 wn %nwww HOLVAVNH GOTE00Y 0¥ TG 5
- e i g = HOLVAYOXS OATOA i 3 —
. e Ajpucry Sty 83_%3“.3 oty pesa :O_wnmwﬂwwﬂwhﬁnh:ﬁ - “ H . .
o=z 9 ] 0008 | 09'6E ] R 03] o zodo] mipg] - 3 3 “_
| Rl | oroas G006 TOB6E S| 0 | 68 1 €008 g | KiutheaeswA| §1" 3 :
M“M g ”. «Mw\w ”wg Irt”w”g “ 3 = L My B I D L oed KRy 10 o1 |
LRI o m L o wo5wn__|aeuva] | Gopdioseg
j ¥e L o1PRE Alid NOEL4ROSEH AT4H408!
[GO9EPT . 8|  000ics 0008 | o0er & 0 3 Z108] qa 557 ujieny T
I Y I T O T T005] " Tardo | EEheg o0 PR ‘
LA § GCIeIS | Q008 |#6PD 8] O | I% SLOS| 40 ABZes A
- [E¥EECT 5| wooovs | 0008 [ 0zeF B 0 S5F_ | ti08| do P
- BT 000§ - | woos lorea S§f 0 | O 0205w L
L s N I s I3 BT B 2 R L P - AS4AV1100
e O 0 9% P K e i ¢} HONSHL U DNLLINSTY
? TR WA ARANOAIO Yoepusaing «g L E LT
i B QSNILNAOONS HALVM
. MHBHW «81 ALIS 210 § UOTITAg J0BaUan | uauamny -] sa5sue ek “Aid :
Mb@.mmm.m 19 yBnoay GO0Z/G 110 | spenuosed oM SO 403 PR B9p0D NOI ._.a__mnummn_ ’
oM w.rzmﬁmbo.mmﬁ_ SNR3AY LIV ZUAIY WP | semdimad 000 ‘{LEI0H YO ‘ojuemIoRg
ELL 83E. 698 il 2:% SAY JUODIBEHY LOLE
AV t<§."_m_4mz NOi SNALXS HIMIS HNOL m..n_zq LilLgie] muaud 1011 ._Sma gua..__n..m ojusLUBLIES
T OWeN qor| - SEM O]
1961 ponss] Z0r90Y # JesUlity [RBUsD
ADUVHI MOVE 9DLL 026 916  :xed €296 "0 PpUr OBy |-
. ZDLL 876 BLG 090 a0k ¥eg'0'd !
800Z/2/18  ‘oea Buueauibuzg Qrin
) ] || 4



o -
)
0
0.
o
3
B H : ” M . ” “ 968 SNV TR g v
[T ! i
i y $ ] 5 8 xomezmoz%u”o:iz
b ] L 9 § ” 7 h
o - i THFHM NOUDVANOD B8
e - L] L 9 8 . HONSML WANIWOTY 3
= - L o ‘SNDIS Madvs 1
= — L ¢ d 3 GOOMAT 7 1Ivd SNICHS
- - ” Lt 1o le MTIVL Folado |
= L [) 2 ud igawe |
_ ¥ 9 L B |. ¢
[
TE ¥ . B J 4 ) []
= ¥ [y : | e [
- L4 : CI 4 9 L] SHINOL LHOT? vap ]
[T [ wd Vid- a._ o
soss unpy soothzrs mptz | unpgy sovum unpzz UNP)3 Junfoz emp-g1 Junpgh jonp-2s junpog funpg; ] ._.z!r-:cu 4
. o ZO_._.n_EUan_ dAINOA TELNIH : i
| ~
, 0 [] [ ﬁmnﬁzﬂwﬂ.v_uﬂe.—&gﬁ_
s 2 2 | & L 0084 FOMYL dnie
"0 : . 0RO, NODYN HEAVA
88 3 T F] e g z ] 3 ot | a [ by sald SI5MML N0 807
0 - oL2ar —waoar
[ 3 & 3 4 orear He oisap
=
L £ [ [ [] » z ¥ 3 3 t | ¢ ? ] 1 [Ty uROVGTaAF |
e 1 v v . 2 | cormon HOLVAYOXH §,18803
(F] v L N ) A 982N HOLYAYOKS OATON
5 ) I — MOLVAVOXA (50T,
UGS | WE | rer ] tneie | vares E«mmnn iz Eﬁﬁmm? unpyz | ngetz | uoros | unse) [unpute fepas Jomrgs | p-ainea . BaRsnoa
. wewdinby Buipembuz arw__ .
" [ H
¥ ¥ d 3mmzmso_o§9
5 ] F ] _ 4
- ] ] ] | . >¢Eu:oonoE i
g [ [ H 14140 VZR0S RS THYHIN
(] . ") "~ VZnos B0 LI
e T 3 v “aduo R R
s v ] [ 8 | & | war AN 11!
e ry Y [ " | ¢ L . 3E108dg LUY;
o -3 [ 8 | ¢ Adido BT NLLENF ! i
o9e ¥ 5 0 7 | Fe doi lmgdﬁllmm
0 . JOIdS B VZIKH 30 OV
(3 B z 3 5 v 3 B T v 3 7 L s I oma ) U8 verioB S0 OwN
TELOL I Y fmmmmﬁ_qo unp-v | unr-er manauﬁﬁn N2z 1,8 Tuniiz [Unr-0z |Unpeel | unr-st [unfozt unr-gh Junr-gi | savooucan SMNBINOaN ] [#Ten
TR YOEL-L)  IBARORidTd] A LR | eI ONS LS dB] _ s=0veavAnd i
ISP JOIeM NYEMTEN , 76 JO ANVINNNS ||
NOISNI1E MNAML n_m_.._mﬁ m>¢ LIVAA TR G ne.om jionacr
O | m::mm..._m:m arw i




. Placeyr Coung;
The Arbors . N Sacramento Coupny, e 0. o
_ at Antelope Tvelly SN, X - E 1./ g
. VPRI MY e Ty @
| 6849 Watt Ave. | ¢+~}——d =} —

|D|PA-----.--------

.------------..12
-
ﬁ ’
I
1

SSWD

Location Map r
Not to Scale ::’
Fire Hydrant LJ
Replaced Dewatering
s & Basin
"l' \“‘
L e | W= | oo
‘\~ /" l'---- SLD_I_P'--" _
-M..—' r 81AC P_
6xACP.

Legend

L ___} sSWD Boundary

i
6849

A Steamer Hydrant
A Wharf Hydrant
e DistributionMain

- TransmissionMain

L]
Watt Avenue

= = =1 Preliminary Construction

Exhibit 2

MJD Engineering Back Charge Claim
Fire Hydrant
1 1
1 ) Base Qatg: Sacramento rS:ounty eGIS Base Map
Fee w B B e
SUBURBAN  Prepared by: JWS - SSWD

N WATER  Date: October 8, 2009
DISTRICT 6849 Watt_Avenue.mxd

100 50

o
N
=
1S
Z




Exhibit 3
October 20, 2009

MIJD Engineering

Attn: Mario J. DeSouza
P.O. Box 1078

Rio Linda, CA 95673

Re:  Back Charge Claim — Fire Hydrant Issue, Received September 10, 2009
Dear Mr. DeSouza:

This letter responds to the back charge claim that you presented to the Sacramento Suburban
Water District, which was received on September 10, 2009.  The District’s Board of Directors
directed me to advise you of the action it took on your claim.

In accordance with the applicable provisions of the Government Claims Act, Government Code
sections 810 through 935.8, your claim appears timely filed based on the date of the alleged
incident. Notice is hereby given that the claim you presented to the District on September 10,
2009, was rejected by the District’s Board of Directors on October 19, 2009.

WARNING!

Subject to certain exceptions, you have only six months from the date this notice
was personally delivered or deposited in the mail to file a court action on this claim.
See Government Code Section 945.6

You may seek the adlit:’c:{éof an attorney of your choice in connection with this matter.
If you desire to consult an attorney, you should do so immediately.

This notice applies only to claims under the Government Claims Act, and it does not apply to or
extend any:other statutes of limitations or time limits as may be imposed upon the claim for
pursuit of rights under other laws. By providing this notice, the Sacramento Suburban Water
District does not intend to relinquish or waive any of its legal claims requirements or any rights
or defenses potentially available to the District or its directors, officers, employees or agents.

Please contact me at the address or telephone number in the letterhead if you have any questions
regarding this letter.

Very truly yours,

Dan York
Operations Manager

cc: Josh Horowitz



