


2009 Rate Increase 
The third of a three phase rate increase adopted by the Sacramento Suburban Water District (SSWD or District) 
Board of Directors on January 22, 2007 is almost exclusively due to capital facility replacements, many of which have 
been deferred for a long time.  This rate increase furthers the goal of pay-as-you-go financing of ongoing capital 
replacement projects, which reduces the District’s reliance on debt financing.

Please view SSWD’s capital projects on the District’s web site at www.sswd.org under “Capital Improvements.”

Explanation of Water Rate Charges

Below is an explanation of each water rate charge listed on the reverse side.

Flat Service Charge or Meter Service Charge
These charges are allocated to pay the District’s fixed operations and maintenance costs, such as building 
maintenance, utility bills, vehicle maintenance and water main repairs.  The charge is based on the size of the water 
service line to your property or the size of the meter.

Usage Charge
The usage charge portion of your bill is used for variable operations and maintenance costs, such as purchasing 
surface water, chemicals for water treatment and electricity for pumping groundwater.

 Flat rate customers:  this portion of your bill is calculated based on the square footage of your parcel, which 
is received from the Sacramento County Assessor’s Office.

 Meter rate customers:  this portion of your bill is based on the amount of water that goes through your 
water meter.

Capital Facilities Charge
The monies collected are to fund pay-as-you-go financing of ongoing capital improvement projects and for principal 
and interest payments on funds borrowed for past capital improvement projects, such as reservoirs, meter retrofits, 
well construction and rehabilitation, and main replacements.  The charge is based on the size of the water service 
line to your property or the size of the meter.

Other charges that may appear on some bills:

Multiple Unit Charge
A monthly charge on all flat rate multi-family accounts (e.g. duplex, triplex) is billed per additional dwelling unit.

Private Fire Service Charge
A monthly charge for water service at un-metered connections to SSWD’s water system that are equipped with a 
detector check assembly satisfactory to SSWD and the Department of Public Health (DPH) and which supplies 
water to privately owned and maintained sprinklers used exclusively for fire fighting, irrespective of the quantity of 
water used and based on the connection size of the fire service assembly.

Backflow Charge
This charge is to administer and monitor SSWD’s backflow program.  Monies collected are used to notify customers 
of testing and retesting, compiling results and submitting results to DPH.

Questions?  Obtain a copy of the Rate Change Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) in the Marconi administrative office or 
under “Rates & Billing” at www.sswd.org.  More questions?  Call our Customer Service Team at 916.972.7171.


