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Minutes 

Sacramento Suburban Water District 
Special Board Meeting 

March 26, 2025 

Location: 
3701 Marconi Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95821, Audio Conference at 1-669-900-6833, and 

Video Conference using Zoom at Meeting ID #864 1889 0446 

Call to Order 
President Wichert called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  

Pledge of Allegiance 
President Wichert led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 
Directors Present:  Jay Boatwright, Craig Locke, Kevin Thomas, and Robert Wichert. 

Directors Absent: None.   

Staff Present: General Manager Dan York and Heather Hernandez-Fort.  

Public Present: Legal Counsel Josh Horowitz, Dave Jones, and William Eubanks.   

Announcements 
General Manager Dan York (GM York) read the following letter from Diana Lynch to the 
Board: 

“Dear Members of the Board, 

I wanted to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude to each of you as I step down from 
my position. Due to my recent move out of Sacramento County, I am no longer able to continue 
serving on the Board. I was disappointed to learn that this disqualified my service, but I 
completely understand the importance of having local voices represented. Our move happened 
sooner than expected, as my husband and I came across a unique property that we felt we 
couldn’t pass up. 

I am incredibly grateful for the time you all took to bring me up to speed and create such a 
welcoming, supportive environment. I’m genuinely sad that I cannot continue to serve in this 
capacity. I know how much effort goes into finding dedicated candidates, and I apologize that I 
wasn’t able to serve for a longer period. However, this experience has confirmed how much I 
love being involved in public service and will continue to pursue new opportunities in the future. 

I’ve learned so much and gained a deep appreciation for your time and commitment to the board. 
I’m also truly impressed with Dan and his team and the exceptional service they provide to the 
Sacramento region. Thank you again, and I hope our paths cross in the future.” 
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Public Comment 
None.  

Items for Discussion and/or Action 

1. Board of Directors to Discuss Filling Vacancy Resulting from Director Lynch’s 
Resignation  
GM York presented the staff report.  

Legal Counsel Josh Horowitz (Mr. Horowitz) reminded the Board that they could either 
appoint a candidate, hold a special election, or allow the Sacramento County Board of 
Supervisors to appoint a candidate to the vacant Director seat.   

Directors Boatwright, Locke, and Wichert each agreed to proceed with the process for 
the Board to appoint a successor to the vacant Director seat. 

Director Thomas nominated Dave Jones (Mr. Jones) to be appointed to the vacant 
Director seat.  

Director Locke agreed with Director Thomas, noting that if Mr. Jones was indeed 
willing, that he would be interested in appointing him back onto the Board.  

Mr. Jones shared that he had resigned from his position on the Board due to health 
concerns, but he is now feeling much better and is interested in reapplying. 

Director Locke stated that he was not inclined to continue with the full process of 
soliciting applicants, as he preferred to appoint Mr. Jones, pointing out that half of the 
Board was already in favor of the appointment. 

Mr. Horowitz reminded the Board of the requirement to post a notice of vacancy, while 
noting that they had the authority to appoint whomever they selected. 

President Wichert recommended sending a direct mail of the notice of vacancy to the 
customers in Division 1, pointing out that if Mr. Jones submits a letter, the Board could 
then decide to appoint him without continuing the rest of the process. 

William Eubanks remarked that if Mr. Jones was interested in the position, he should 
be appointed; otherwise, he recommended that the Board hold a special election. 

Mr. Horowitz reminded the Board that a special election would cost the District 
between $60,000 and $100,000.  

The Board agreed to schedule two Special Board meetings for interviewing candidates 
on April 28, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., and April 30, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. 
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The Board agreed that they will provide the candidates with interview questions, and 
additionally request that during the interview meetings, all candidates be asked to wait 
outside of the Boardroom until notified by staff.  

The Board agreed to send individual notices to each of the candidates that applied 
previously for the position to let them know of the vacancy.  

The Board additionally agreed that if a letter of interest came in from Mr. Jones, they 
would likely hold a Special Board meeting to consider appointing him.  

Adjournment 
President Wichert adjourned the meeting at 5:17 p.m.     

Heather Hernandez-Fort 
Board Secretary 
Sacramento Suburban Water District 
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