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Minutes 

Sacramento Suburban Water District 
Regular Board Meeting 

June 16, 2025 

Location: 
3701 Marconi Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95821, Audio Conference at 1-669-900-6833, and 

Video Conference using Zoom at Meeting ID #816 6126 3844 

Call to Order 
President Wichert called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  

Pledge of Allegiance 
President Wichert led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 
Directors Present:  Jay Boatwright, Dave Jones (joined the meeting at 5:18 p.m.), Craig 

Locke, Kevin Thomas, and Robert Wichert. 

Directors Absent: None.   

Staff Present: General Manager Dan York, Assistant General Manager Matt Underwood, 
Heather Hernandez-Fort, Jeff Ott, Ben Henderson, Bill Vanett, Dana 
Dean, Julie Nemitz, Mike Simi, Howard Moreland, and Tommy Moulton. 

Public Present: Legal Counsel Josh Horowitz, William Eubanks, Adam Coyan, Kathy 
Lauer, Gwen Pratt, J Hannum, and Sabrina Gluch.  

Announcements 
General Manager Dan York (GM York) announced:  

- He received a notice from the Local Agency Formation Commission that the Certificate 
of Completion was signed and recorded, with the official date of June 30, 2025. 

- Sacramento Suburban Water District (District) will  not be able to receive any surface 
water from the Placer County Water Agency. Staff communicated with San Juan Water 
District requesting surface water and was informed that their Board unanimously 
approved the request.   

Public Comment 
None.  

Consent Items 

1. Draft Minutes of May 19, 2025, Regular Board Meeting  

2. Treasurer’s Report  
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3. June 2025 Legislation Update 

4. Resolution No. 25-05, A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Sacramento 
Suburban Water District Amending Regulation No. 7 of the Regulations 
Governing Water Service to Update Capacity Fees

5. Resolution No. 25-07, A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Sacramento 
Suburban Water District to set a Public Hearing on July 21, 2025, on the Report 
of Delinquent Water Charges as of June 3, 2025 

6. Resolution No. 25-08, A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Sacramento 
Suburban Water District to Nominate Jay Boatwright for the Association of 
California Water Agencies Region 4 Board Member, for the 2026-2027 Term 

President Wichert requested to pull Consent Items 2 and 5 for public comment. 

Director Thomas moved to approve Consent Items 1, 3, 4, and 6; Director Locke 
seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote.  

AYES: Boatwright, Locke, Thomas, and Wichert. ABSTAINED:

NOES: RECUSED:

ABSENT: Jones. 

Regarding Item 2, William Eubanks (Mr. Eubanks) expressed concerns with staff using 
Maze and Associates as the audit firm.  

President Wichert moved to approve Consent Item 2; Director Locke seconded. The 
motion passed by unanimous vote.  

AYES: Boatwright, Locke, Thomas, and Wichert. ABSTAINED:

NOES: RECUSED:

ABSENT: Jones. 

Regarding Item 5, Mr. Eubanks expressed his opposition of the District listing customer 
names on the delinquent accounts list.  

District Legal Counsel Josh Horowitz (Mr. Horowitz) expressed that it was a legal 
requirement to list the names in the subject document.  

Director Thomas moved to approve Consent Item 5; Director Locke seconded. The 
motion passed by unanimous vote.  

AYES: Boatwright, Locke, Thomas, and Wichert. ABSTAINED:

NOES: RECUSED:

ABSENT: Jones. 
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Items for Discussion and/or Action 

7. Del Paso Manor Service Area Redistricting  
GM York presented the staff report. 

Mr. Horowitz provided additional clarification of the staff report.  

President Wichert expressed support for conducting a full redistricting of the District, 
noting it could take approximately six months and may incur additional costs; however, 
he expressed that he ultimately did not support the approach due to the extended 
timeline required. 

Director Boatwright expressed concern that the longer the process took, the longer Del 
Paso Manor Service Area (DPMSA) customers remained without a Board 
representative. He stated that he would like to see DPMSA stay together as a population 
to maintain continuity but acknowledged that if the numbers did not support it, the area 
may need to be split. He emphasized the importance of securing representation for 
DPM ratepayers sooner rather than later. He added that he did not support a full 
redistricting of the District, citing the expense and lack of necessity. 

Director Jones joined the meeting at 5:18 p.m. 

Director Locke stated that he was not in favor of making the process more complicated 
than necessary. He preferred to leave the redistricting efforts to staff and the County of 
Sacramento (County), and expressed that, as a Director, he did not wish to be overly 
involved. He added that he also did not support conducting a full redistricting of the 
District. 

Directors Thomas and Jones both stated that they did not support a full redistricting of 
the District. 

President Wichert suggested moving forward and proposed two possible approaches: 
either dividing the area as equally as possible, or assigning as many residents as 
feasible to Divisions 4 or 5, while still aiming for a balanced distribution. 

Director Thomas expressed concern about elected officials becoming too involved in 
the process and emphasized the importance of leaving redistricting to the County 
officials and staff. 

Director Jones stated that his priority was to ensure reasonable boundaries and 
supported keeping the process as simple as possible and allowing the County to manage 
it within proportional standards. 

President Wichert summarized that the majority of the Board preferred not to take a 
position and supported deferring the matter to staff and the County. He added that 
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whatever proposal staff and the County developed would ultimately come back to the 
Board for approval. 

GM York confirmed that the item would be brought back to the July regular Board 
meeting. 

8. Resolution No. 25-09, A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Sacramento 
Suburban Water District Amending Regulations Nos. 1, 6, 8, 11, and 14 of the 
Regulations Governing Water Service to Meet Updated State Requirements for 
Cross-Connection Control  
Ben Henderson (Mr. Henderson) presented the staff report, reviewing each regulation, 
providing explanations for the changes, and answered clarifying questions from the 
Board. 

Director Locke recommended removing the definition of an Auxiliary Water Supply in 
Section C, Item 1, in Regulation No. 14 and replacing with, “as defined in the 
CCCPH.”  

The Board and staff agreed with this recommendation.  

Discussion ensued regarding fire service backflow protection and the associated costs 
to customers. 

President Wichert suggested allowing customers to finance the expense. 

Director Locke stated that if a customer presented a hardship, the Board could consider 
it on a case-by-case basis. 

Director Boatwright responded that the purpose of the discussion was to update the 
regulations, not to establish a financing program, and stated he was not interested in 
doing so. 

Director Jones emphasized the need for transparency and recommended including 
language in the regulation to inform customers that special financing may be 
considered in cases of hardship. He clarified that the discussion pertained only to 
backflow requirements, not fire service, and suggested a simple written policy allowing 
flexibility in hardship situations related to fire service. 

Director Locke stated that he did not support writing a policy, noting that funding 
options already existed and that the affected parties were businesses likely able to cover 
the costs. 

GM York recommended proceeding with the regulation update and allowing staff to 
monitor and address any hardship concerns as they arise. 
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Director Boatwright moved to approve the staff recommendation with the 
recommended amendments; Director Locke seconded. The motion passed by 
unanimous vote.  

AYES: 
Boatwright, Jones, Locke, Thomas, and 
Wichert.

ABSTAINED:  

NOES: RECUSED:

ABSENT:

9. Resolution No. 25-10 A Resolution of the Sacramento Suburban Water District 
Board of Directors Honoring the Del Paso Manor Water District Board of 
Directors; Carl Dolk, Trish Harrington, Chuck Mensch, Gwynne Pratt, and David 
Ross 
GM York presented the staff report. 

Director Thomas moved to approve the staff recommendation; Director Locke 
seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote.  

AYES: 
Boatwright, Jones, Locke, Thomas, and 
Wichert.

ABSTAINED:  

NOES: RECUSED:

ABSENT:

10. Policy Review - Directors’ Compensation and Expense Reimbursement Policy (PL 
– BOD 003)  
Assistant General Manager Matt Underwood (AGM Underwood) presented the staff 
report and stated that he wished to remove “Association of California Water Agencies” 
that was added under 200.20(d). 

Director Jones proposed revising the COLA language to align with what is granted to 
employees, and not to exceed 5%. He noted it would be inappropriate for the Board to 
receive a higher increase than staff and recommended the language state, "shall not 
exceed the COLA granted to employees and shall not exceed 5%." 

Jeff Ott (Mr. Ott) clarified that the COLA was reviewed annually as a part of the budget 
process and is already capped at 5% in the Policy. 

Director Locke asked whether the Board could simply set the COLA at 5% 
permanently. 

The Board expressed support for maintaining the current language. 

President Wichert moved to approve the staff recommendation, including the edit 
recommended by AGM Underwood; Director Thomas seconded.  

The motion passed by 4/1 vote, Director Jones opposed.  
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AYES: Boatwright, Locke, Thomas, and Wichert. ABSTAINED:

NOES: Jones. RECUSED:

ABSENT:

11. Policy Review - Rules for Proceedings of the Board of Directors Policy (PL – BOD 
002)  
AGM Underwood presented the staff report. 

President Wichert recommended tabling the item for further discussion in July. He 
stated that legal counsel had advised reviewing the use of ad hoc committees and 
expressed disagreement with the proposed language stating, “in compliance with the 
agenda,” under subsection (A) on page 174 in the packet and preferred the phrasing to 
be structured differently. He supported maintaining flexibility for public comment 
either before or after discussion and did not support the proposed change.  

Director Boatwright stated he was comfortable addressing the concerns at the meeting 
and that he was additionally comfortable with the proposed changes. 

Mr. Horowitz clarified that the language reflected the standard wording used in the 
current agenda. 

President Wichert reiterated that he felt that allowing public comment either before or 
after discussion was acceptable. 

Director Boatwright stated he preferred consistent timing of public comment for all 
agenda items but believed that public comment before and after Board discussion was 
not appropriate. 

Director Locke expressed support for the change, stating that it limited comments to the 
item itself rather than engaging in discussion, and he was comfortable with the 
proposed revision. 

Director Jones moved to adopt the language as proposed by staff, with Director Locke 
seconding the motion. 

AGM Underwood noted that there were still additional edits under review and briefly 
reviewed them with the Board. 

The motion passed by a 3/2 vote, with Directors Thomas and Wichert voting no. 

AYES: Boatwright, Locke, and Jones. ABSTAINED:

NOES: Thomas and Wichert. RECUSED:

ABSENT:

Mr. Eubanks expressed concern that the Board was distancing itself from the public. 
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12. Resolution No. 25-11, A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Sacramento 
Suburban Water District to Amend the CalPERS Retirement Contract to Include 
Del Paso Manor Water District Pension Obligations and Assets 
Mr. Ott presented the staff report and answered clarifying questions. 

Director Thomas moved to approve the staff recommendation; Director Locke 
seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote.  

AYES: 
Boatwright, Jones, Locke, Thomas, and 
Wichert.

ABSTAINED:  

NOES: RECUSED:

ABSENT:

13. Assumption of Del Paso Manor Water District Installment Purchase Contract 
with the CSDA Finance Corporation and First Foundation Bank
Mr. Ott presented the staff report.  

Director Boatwright moved to approve the staff recommendation; Director Locke 
seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote.  

AYES: 
Boatwright, Jones, Locke, Thomas, and 
Wichert.

ABSTAINED:  

NOES: RECUSED:

ABSENT:

14. Sacramento Local Agency Formation Commission Call for Nominations for 
Special District Commissioners (Regular and Alternate Seats)
GM York presented the staff report.  

President Wicehrt expressed interest in being nominated.  

GM York stated that staff would bring an item back to the July regular Board meeting 
for the Board’s consideration. 

15. Del Paso Manor Transition Manager Employment Agreement  
GM York presented the staff report.  

Director Locke moved to approve the staff recommendation; Director Boatwright 
seconded. The motion passed by unanimous vote.  

AYES: 
Boatwright, Jones, Locke, Thomas, and 
Wichert.

ABSTAINED:  

NOES: RECUSED:

ABSENT:
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General Manager’s Report 

16. General Manager’s Report 
GM York presented the staff report. 

a. Appreciation Letter from Sacramento County Sheriff Department’s North Area 
Homeless Outreach Team 
GM York presented the staff report. 

Department/Staff Reports 

17. Groundwater Well Status Report  
Tommy Moulton presented the staff report and answered clarifying questions. 

J Hannum, with Kirby’s Pump and Mechanical, answered several clarifying questions.  

President Wichert requested staff report on the largest wells online and how many 
million gallons per day it produced.  

18. Engineering Report 
Dana Dean (Mr. Dean) presented the staff report and answered clarifying questions.  

a. Major Capital Improvement Program Projects 
A written report was provided. 

b. Planning Documents 
A written report was provided. 

c. Other Projects 
A written report was provided. 

19. Financial Report
Mr. Ott presented the staff report.  

Mr. Eubanks requested that a summary be included at the top of the report indicating 
the total amount proposed to be spent. 

a. Financial Highlights 
A written report was provided. 

b. Financial Statements  
A written report was provided. 

c. Budgets 
A written report was provided. 
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20. Operations Report 
Mike Simi presented the staff report and answered clarifying questions. 

21. Customer Service Report 
Julie Nemitz presented the staff report and answered clarifying questions.  

Information Items 

22. United States Environmental Protection Agency’s Lead and Copper Rule 
Revisions Service Line Inventory – Compliance Efforts Update 
Mr. Dean presented the staff report.  

23. H.R. LaBounty Safety Award Recognition – Vicki Sprague  
Bill Vanett presented the staff report.  

24. Sacramento Suburban Water District Reserves 
Mr. Ott presented the staff report and answered clarifying questions.  

President Wichert requested that the exact reserve amounts be shown in future reports. 

25. Upcoming Water Industry Meetings/Conferences 
A written report was provided. 

Committee Reports 

26. a.   Audit Committee (Director Jones)  
  The Draft Minutes from the May 5, 2025, meeting were provided. 

Director’s Reports (Per AB 1234, Directors will report on their meeting activities) 

27. a.   Regional Water Authority (Director Wichert) 
None. 

b. Sacramento Groundwater Authority (Director Boatwright)  
None. 

c. Director Reports – AB 1234 

President Wichert provided an oral report on the Regional Water Authority (RWA) 
meeting he attended on May 8, 2025; the meetings he had with the General 
Manager on May 9 and 12, 2025; the Sacramento Regional Water Bank meeting he 
attended on May 22, 2025; and the RWA Executive Committee meeting he attended 
on May 27, 2025.   

Director Thomas provided an oral report on the DPMWD Board meeting he 
attended on May 6, 2025; the Local Agency Formation Commission meeting he 
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attended on May 7, 2025; the California Water Plan webinar he attended on May 8, 
2025; the meeting he had with the General Manager on May 12, 2025; the AeroJet 
CAG meeting he attended on May 20, 2025; and the “Unlock the Power of 
Distribution Network” webinar he attended on May 29, 2025. 

Director Jones provided an oral report on the meetings he had with the General 
Manager on May 7, 14, and 20, 2025; and the orientation meeting he attended on 
May 8, 2025. 

Director’s Comments/Staff Statements and Requests 
None.  

Adjournment 
President Wichert adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.     

Heather Hernandez-Fort 
Board Secretary 
Sacramento Suburban Water District 
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